Building complex pages with
Views and Display Suite

Part 1 of 2

Presentation outline

* Preamble

— The value of context & process
* Reading about what a module does is not enough

* Knowing when to use it and when NOT to use it is
essential

— Sharing hindsight
+ “Come for the software, stay for the community”




Presentation outline

Deconstructing mockups

Searching for patterns

Selecting most appropriate tools for the job
Turning patterns into recyclable displays
The makeup of a [complex] content type
Displaying [complex] content types

Quick demo (time permitting)

Questions
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See any patterns?

Products: patterns
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Products: patterns

Solutions-1: patterns




Solutions-1: patterns

Solutions-2: patterns
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Solutions-2: patterns

Wow, slices are big!?




Quick recap

* Analysis shows that
— Slices are big
— Patterns are everywhere

 What's next?

Introducing complexity




Charting the unchartable
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Charting the unchartable
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Charting
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the unchartable
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Overview of project displays

Overview of displays for major components
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Variants for Products

Overview of displays for major components
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Overview of displays for major components
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Show-off | Now what?

14,232 Modules (D7)

Views for sure
Panels?

Page Manager?
Display Suite?
Custom templates?
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There’s a module for that, no?

Could this be my chance to write
my first module and become
forever famous?
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Maybe | coud call Webchick and
ask for help « [ insert kitten story here] »

Time for a serious plan
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Go with what you know

Start naming & labeling

Overview of displays for major components
Products Products Products Products Products

Components
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Products: facet 1

Product Category

Product CT

Feature #1

Feature #2

Feature #3

Products: facet 2

Product Category

Product CT

Story CT
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Products: facet 3

Product Category

Product CT

Specs Title

Specs Description

Specs Table

Products: facet 4
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Files CT
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Table of Files CT
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The makeup of a product

« refers to 5 other content types
— Features

— Use cases
* Story

— Specs
— Files

The makeup of a product

» refers to 5 other content types
— Features, up to 5
— Use cases, up to 5
« Story, 1
— Specs, 1
— Files, unlimited number
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The makeup of a product

+ refers to 5 other content types
— Features, up to 5, zigzag display
— Use cases, up to 5, banner style display
 Story, 1, image-left display
— Specs, 1, two-column stack display
— Files, unlimited number, table display

The makeup of a product

« refers to 5 other content types
— Features, up to 5, zigzag display
— Use cases, up to 5, banner style display
+ Story, 1, image-left display
— Specs, 1, two-column stack display
— Files, unlimited number, table display DA¢
— Every product is a custom mashup of content

— Content can appear on more than one product

— The ordrer in which slices of content are displayed can be
changed easily at will without breaking the design
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Drupal anyone?

Product CT
Primary fields

- . <= QuickTabs block
]
Product CT
Secondary Feature CT
fields
| Views
Feature CT displays

Product CT
Secondary Feature CT ]

fields




Product: Manage fields

LABEL MACHINE NAME FIELD TYPE
4 Product category field_prod_category Term reference
“+ Title title Node module element
#  Subtitle field_prod_subtitle Text
4 Teaser field_prod_teaser Long text
4+ Body body Long text and summary
4 Image field_prod_image Image
4+ Features field_prod_features Entity Reference
4 Use Cases field_prod_use_cases Entity Reference
Tech Specs field_prod_tech_specs Entity Reference
Downloads field_prod_downloads Entity Reference
Featured Story field_prod_featured_case_study Entity Reference
 Certification field_prod_certification Image
URL path settings path Path module form elements

Product edit

idit Product Laoreet Melior Pecus Rusticus ©

Product category
Tarscoders

Title

Laoreet Metor Pecus Rustcus

subtitle
WGB3V TNIDZXKorNY hobF hXZRyaUKSDKGOATAERB97 X0\

form: primary

VIEW  EDIT  MANAGEDISPLAY DEVEL

Teaser

Camur eu ex lenis sudo tincidunt vade. Abigo elit aoreet loquor paratus premo proprius. 0
Iriure Pecus utinam veniam. Erath

Brevitas causa eu suscipit turpis valetudo vicis virtus. voco. Anteh interdico sed v

ueiscor. fere incassum vmo.

Body

dianissim cemino ludus scisco valde. Decet eu faclisi

Esse fere nutus singulrs. Facls hencreri nat nobis sagaciter uliscor 28ls. Cogo esse aceo ideo ats. Alquam diam o lejus taon tum uxor vel. (@)

Abdo accumsan appelatio gravis hos hic qui venio. Capto genitus imput
Abbas abigo obruo sit.

Camur hos mos obruo praesent sudo tum utrum. Defui dianissim ailvus I

0 pala paulatim plaga proprius suscipit utrum vuipes. Euismod illum ut vindico.

Text format Piin iexi

+ No HTML tags allowed
Web page addresses and
+ Lines and paragraphs b

al addresses turm into links automa

Image

imagefield_8I6j63.jpg (8.56 kB) | Remove

More information about text formats
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Product edit form: secondary

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnn
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Show row weights
USE CASES

DOWNLOADS

Now, what about the layout?

* Views: in what way?
« Panels?

« Page Manager?
 Display Suite?

« -Custom-templates?

* A mixed approach?

24



Differences: PM, Panel & DS

 Display Suite is a tool for managing
view modes *for entities™.

« Panels is a tool for creating arbitrary
layouts.

» Page Manager is a tool for mapping
paths against content (or responses),
and also for pulling in contextual data.

Swentel's POV on DS

+ Display Suite (an extension of field_ui) solves 90% of the needs
for custom templates

* Panels is a layout editor
» Clients don't understand Views & Panels together
»  With DS, ou can give permission to just one page

+ The feature that lets you use a DS custom view mode in Views
in place of 'Full content’ or 'Teaser' is GREAT!

It's much easier for themer who know nothing about Drupal core
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Product: Manage displays

Content items can be displayed using different view modes: Teaser, Full content, Print, RSS, etc. Teasers a short format that is typically used in lists of
multiple content items. Full content s typically used when the content is displayed on its own page.

Here, you can define which feds are shown and hidden when Product content s dsplayed In each view mode, and define how the fields are displayed in each Creati ng
sovomesns CUSTOM
- view modes
4 sobue =g [ o for Product
sody o ow Tinmed Trm engeh 600 & Feature
content
types
Read more Disabled v| Hidden> v| Default v
“+ Comments Disabled v <Hidden> ~| Defautt~|
o] | [ o <]
4 Author Disabled ~| <Hidden> = Author
Post date Disabled v| <Hidden> »| Long -
4 submitted by Disabled < <Hidden> =] Tmeago |
Last modified Disabled ~| <Hidden> +| Long -
-, os] [ owan o]
Group files Disablod ~| <Hiddens v| Dofautt +|
4 Teaser Disabled ~| noove v Defaut |

Product: Manage displays

TR REcion Tt FORMAT
Use Cases Disabled < Avove Label
% Tech Specs Disabled < Avove Latel
Downloads Disabled < Avove Label
% Featured Story Disabled < Aoove <] Label
Certification Disabled | roove <] image <]
4 Product category Disabled < ine =] Lk
Add new group Disablod |
group_ Fldset

Label

Layout for product in default

Custom display settings

Custom wrappers

Custom classes

Custom fields

Fieldgroups

Save

Current layout

Select a layout
T Salumn

Two column
The default template can be found in sites/all/modules/contrib
/ds/layouts/ds_2col

« ds-2col--node.tpl.php
 ds-2col--node-product.tpl.php

This layout is defined in code: disable layout
() Disable Drupal blocks /regions
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Product CT
Primary fields

Feature CT

Views
Feature CT disp|ays

Feature CT I




Views: Features page display

Displays

Master | (ZERURRYIY | Certification | | Use case list | | Use case detail

Tech Specs Page | | Downloads page | | +Add

~Features Page details

Display name: Features Page

TITLE

Title: Features

PAGE SETTINGS
Path: /product-tabs.

Menu: No menu

Featured CS edit view name/description ~

view Features Page

~ Advanced

CONTEXTUAL FILTERS Add -

FORMAT (Content referencing Content from
Format: Unformatted list | Settings Access: Permission | View published content  feid_prod_features) Content: Nid
Show: Display Suite | Settings HEADER add RELATIONSHIPS Add v
FIELDS FOOTER Add Entity Reference: Referencing entity
The selected style or row format does not PAGER NO RESULTS BEHAVIOR Add
utilze fields

Use pager: EXPOSED FORM
FILTER CRITERIA Add -

Display a specified number of items | e R (0

s items
Content: Published (Yes) Exposed form style: Basic | Settings
Content: Type (= Feature) More link: No

SORT CRITERIA

OTHER

Machine Name: page

Comment: No comment

Use AJAX: No

Hide attachments in summary: No
Hide contextual links: No

Use aggregation: No

Query settings: Settings

Field Language: Current user's language

Cachina: None

Display Suite settings

Features Page: Row style options

For [Tk pags owerias x|

Relationship
Do not use a relationship.

~ DEFAULT VIEW MODE
imagelett <
Select the default view mode for this view,
() Comments.

Load comments for every node to display.

~ ALTERNATING VIEW MODE
# Use the changing view mode selector

] Use this configuration on every page. Otherwhise the default view mode is used as soon
Yyou browse away from the first page of this view.

Item 1
imagolett <
Item 2
mage rant
Item 3
mage ot
Item 4
mage rght

Item 5

Apply (this display) Cancel
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Create a relationship

Add relationships
For s page overide) el
LI Entity Reference: Referenced Entity
A bridge to the Content entiy that i referenced via feld_usecase_featured._casestudy
I Entity Reference: Referenced Entity
A bridge to the Content entiy that i referenced via 0g_user_node
1 Entity Reference: Referenced Entity
A bridge to the Content entity that i referenced via 0g_group_ref
I Entity Reference: Referencing entity
A bridge to the Content entiy that i referencing Content via 0g_group.ref
1 Entity Reference: Referencing entity
A bridge to the Content entiy that i referencing Content via ield_news_author

I Entity Reference: Referencing entity

A bridge to the Content entiy that i referencing Content via ield_industry_descriptions

] Entity Reference: Referencing enity
bridge to the Content entty tha s referencing Content via field_prod_use cases
1 Entity Reference: Referencing enity
bridge to the Content entity that s referencing Content via feld_prod_features
] Entity Reference: Referencing entity
A bridge to the User entty tha s referencing Content via og_user_node
1 Entit Reference: Referencing ety
A bridge to the Content entiy thati referencing Content via field_prod_tech_sp
] Entit Reference: Referencing enity
A bridge to the Content entiy that i referencing Content via field_prod_downloads
) Entit Reference: Referencing enity
A bridge to the Content entity that I referencing Content via fied_prod featured_case._study
] Entity Reference: Referencing ent
Abridge to the Content entity that s referencing Content via feld_page_custom_description
) Entit Reference: Referencing ety

Apply (this display) Cancel

Add contextual filter: nid

Configure contextual filter: Content: Nid

For [T page oreride) izl

The node 1.
Relationship
ontont efoencing Contontrom fed_rod festrss |

The contextual ite values i provided by the URL

WHEN THE FILTER VALUE IS NOT IN THE URL
O Display allresults for the specifed field

O Provide default value

@ show “Page not found”

© Display a summary.

O Display contents of “No resuts found”

O Display “Access Denled”

» EXCEPTIONS

21 5kip default argument for view URL

Select whether to incluce this default argument when constructing the URL for tis view
Skipping default arguments Is useful e.g. I the case of feeds.

WHEN THE FILTER VALUE IS IN THE URL OR A DEFAULT IS PROVIDED
1 Override ttle
01 Override breadcrumb

0 Specy validation citeria

Apply (this display) Cancel Remove
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Feature CT

Views
Feature CT displays

Feature CT I

- . <= QuickTabs block




uicktabs settings

0 Hide empry tabs

Empty and restricted tabs will not be displayed. Could be useful when the tab content s not accessible.
“This option does not work in ajax mode.

Show row weights

e Taa v T8 ConTeNT oreraTions
Oblock Select a view product tabs El
@uew
aispay o Festrmpae 2]
4 Featwes O node
arguments o petete
Oaubs Additional arguments to send to the view 25 Ifthey were part ofthe URL in the form of
. o o e Mo e v e o e UL
Opblock Selecta view product taba 2 El
vew =
© display panl_pane_1:Featirsd GS pane) =] v
o Coen Qe
arguments o petete
Oatabs Addiionl sgumens 1 s tote i s f thy . pat ofthe URL inthe forrof
Qatback Ll ary. Yo ey ot M s 8 0 1 argmens fom the UL
Opblock Selecta view procuct tabs Bl
© display poge.: Toch Specs Page <]
Tt Qe
arguments i Detete
Oaus Addionl agumens 1 snd o e view 35 1 thy Wi art of the UL nthe fomof
s TS g3 oy e .1 31 b rpmee o e R
(I Select a view products_downiosd tab =]
Oview display prrre—| v
4 Downloads O node S
arguments [ oetete
Oaats Addionl agumers 05 3 e Vi 3 by W o the UL e fomof
s e oy o oy ot N s 4 e aper o the UL
Save &
Add b

-

Feature CT

Feature CT

Feature CT I
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Laoreet Melior Pecus Rusticus

Subtitle:

Subtitle for - Laoreet Melior Pecus Rusticus

Body:

Esse fere nutus singularis. Facilisi hendrerit natu nobis sagaciter ulciscor
zelus. Cogo esse iaceo ideo ratis. Aliquam diam huic ille jus tation tum uxor’
vel. Abdo accumsan appellatio gravis hos huic qui venio. Capto genitus
imputo pala paulatim plaga proprius suscipit utrum vulpes. Euismod illum
ut vindico. Abbas abigo obruo sit.

Camur hos mos obruo praesent sudo tum utrum. Defui dignissim gilvus
lobortis oppeto sagaciter tincidunt voco. Accumsan antehabeo meus
refoveo singularis valde. Aptent at dolore enim hos iaceo ideo luctus nobis

refero.
Features Use Cases Tech Specs Downloads
Image:
Abluo Loquor Nisl Paratus
Body:

Adipiscing conventio decet inhibeo nimis praemitto volutpat. Exerci facilisi

\ / ‘mos natu neque tum vindico. Camur eligo ille. Commodo consequat et
utinam. Defui dolus quidem sino venio. Aliquip commoveo vero vulpes.

- Abico aptent io defui molior populus qui ipit tamen zelus.

Image:
Caecus Commodo Decet Ea

Body:

Abico at dignissim duis sed utrum vindico. Cogo conventio ea eum nunc

obruo pagus quidem singularis sit. Esse facilisis pecus plaga populus

suscipit. Ea plaga populus quidem scisco. Abigo acsi commoveo damnum

genitus meus nune scisco. Eligo quidem suscipere. Aliquam cogo gravis

huic ibidem lobortis mauris nimis olim valde. Abluo amet caccus esca

refoveo ulciscor.

Homo Producs - Laore s Pecs st
Laoreet Melior Pecus Rusticus

Subtitefo - Laosct Melio Pecus Rusicus

impuco pala pulatim plaga propias suscpit utrum valpes. Busmod il
utvindico. Abbs abgo abruo it

Iobortis oppet sagacitertncidunt voco. Acumsen atehabeo meas

nfern.

UseCases  Techspecs  Downloads

Abluo Loguor Nisl Paratus
Body:

mos natu eque tum vindico, Camar eigo . Commodo consequat et

Caccus Commodo Decet Ea
Body:

bruo pagus quidem siagalais i, Ese acliis pecus plg populs

e bidem loborts rasais s ol vlde, Ablun e caeus esca
refovco lciscor.

I

Abluo Loquor Nisl Paratus
Body:

Certfictionfor the curcent product

Intrigued?
Get A Demo / Free Trial
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Do we have time for a demo?

Coming up in Part-2

* |n the next session, we will see how we
can integrate Organic Groups (OG) in
order to control access to content.

* i.e. dynamically filter page content
based on user membership.
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References

Display Suite project page

— https://drupal.org/project/ds

Screencasts & articles about Display Suite
— https://drupal.org/node/644706

— http://www.youtube.com/user/swentieman
Quick Tabs project page

— https://drupal.org/project/quicktabs

Renaud Joubert (me)

— renaud.joubert@sympatico.ca

— http://renaudjoubert.com
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