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Building complex pages with
Views and Display Suite

presented by

Renaud Joubert
renaud.joubert@sympatico.ca

A step by step approach to creating complex content types and page
displays. In this session, we will cover the whole process, from
deconstructing mockups in search of reusable patterns through
assembling clusters of custom content types into rich and interconnected
page displays.

Part 1 of 2

Presentation outline

• Preamble
– The value of context & process

• Reading about what a module does is not enough
• Knowing when to use it and when NOT to use it is

essential
– Sharing hindsight

• “Come for the software, stay for the community”
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Presentation outline

• Deconstructing mockups
• Searching for patterns
• Selecting most appropriate tools for the job
• Turning patterns into recyclable displays
• The makeup of a [complex] content type
• Displaying [complex] content types
• Quick demo (time permitting)
• Questions

salesforce.com
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salesforce.com

salesforce.com/products
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salesforce.com/solutions-1

salesforce.com/solutions-2
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See any patterns?

Products: patterns
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Products: patterns

Solutions-1: patterns
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Solutions-1: patterns

Solutions-2: patterns
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Solutions-2: patterns

Wow, slices are big!?
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Quick recap

• Analysis shows that
– Slices are big
– Patterns are everywhere

• What’s next?

Introducing complexity
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Charting the unchartable

Making sense
of 60+
mockups…

Slicing up 60+
mockups…

Charting the unchartable
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Charting the unchartable

Slicing up 60+
mockups…

and looking
for patterns…

Blocks

Content
types

Main Menu
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Overview of project displays
For 4 of 7 Main Menu Entries

Overview of project displays
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Variants for Products

Wow! That’s really cool!
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Show-off ! Now what?

14,232 Modules (D7)

• Views for sure
• Panels?
• Page Manager?
• Display Suite?
• Custom templates?
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There’s a module for that, no?

Could this be my chance to write
my first module and become

forever famous?
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Maybe I coud call Webchick and
ask for help « [ insert kitten story here ] »

Time for a serious plan
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Go with what you know

+ =

Start naming & labeling
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Products: facet 1

Products: facet 2
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Products: facet 3

Products: facet 4
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The makeup of a product

• refers to 5 other content types
– Features
– Use cases

• Story
– Specs
– Files

The makeup of a product

• refers to 5 other content types
– Features, up to 5
– Use cases, up to 5

• Story, 1
– Specs, 1
– Files, unlimited number
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The makeup of a product

• refers to 5 other content types
– Features, up to 5, zigzag display
– Use cases, up to 5, banner style display

• Story, 1, image-left display
– Specs, 1, two-column stack display
– Files, unlimited number, table display

The makeup of a product

• refers to 5 other content types
– Features, up to 5, zigzag display
– Use cases, up to 5, banner style display

• Story, 1, image-left display
– Specs, 1, two-column stack display
– Files, unlimited number, table display
– Every product is a custom mashup of content
– Content can appear on more than one product
– The ordrer in which slices of content are displayed can be

changed easily at will without breaking the design
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Drupal anyone?

Product CT
Primary fields

Product CT
Secondary
fields

Views
displays

Product CT
Secondary
fields

QuickTabs block
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Product: Manage fields

Product edit form: primary
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Product edit form: secondary

Now, what about the layout?

• Views: in what way?
• Panels?
• Page Manager?
• Display Suite?
• Custom templates?
• A mixed approach?
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Differences: PM, Panel & DS

• Display Suite is a tool for managing
view modes *for entities*.

• Panels is a tool for creating arbitrary
layouts.

• Page Manager is a tool for mapping
paths against content (or responses),
and also for pulling in contextual data.

Swentel’s POV on DS
• Display Suite (an extension of field_ui) solves 90% of the needs

for custom templates
• Panels is a layout editor
• Clients don't understand Views & Panels together
• With DS, ou can give permission to just one page
• The feature that lets you use a DS custom view mode in Views

in place of 'Full content’ or 'Teaser' is GREAT!
• It's much easier for themer who know nothing about Drupal core
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Product: Manage displays

Creating
custom
view modes
for Product
& Feature
content
types

Product: Manage displays
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Product CT
Primary fields

Product CT
Secondary
fields

Views
displays

Product CT
Secondary
fields

QuickTabs block

Views
displays

QuickTabs block
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Views: Features page display

Display Suite settings
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Create a relationship

Add contextual filter: nid
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Views
displays

QuickTabs block

QuickTabs block
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Quicktabs settings
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Do we have time for a demo?

Coming up in Part-2

• In the next session, we will see how we
can integrate Organic Groups (OG) in
order to control access to content.

• i.e. dynamically filter page content
based on user membership.
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References

• Display Suite project page
– https://drupal.org/project/ds

• Screencasts & articles about Display Suite
– https://drupal.org/node/644706
– http://www.youtube.com/user/swentieman

• Quick Tabs project page
– https://drupal.org/project/quicktabs

• Renaud Joubert (me)
– renaud.joubert@sympatico.ca
– http://renaudjoubert.com


